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ACT ONE - SEVILLE

Micaéla is searching for Don José, but he is not amongst the
soldiers on duty. The workers come out for their break,
Carmen amongst them. Micaéla returns with a letter from
Don José’s mother, which dispels his thoughts of Carmen
and reminds him of his love for Micaéla. Screams erupt from
the factory where Carmen has attacked another worker. She
is arrested and Don José is left to guard her. Carmen
convinces Don José to help her escape, promising a night of
love in return.

ACT TWO — A TAVERN

Don José has just finished a prison sentence for his part in
Carmen’s escape. Escamillo, the celebrated toreador and
his group pass by. Carmen and Escamillo are attracted to
one another. A band of smugglers arrive and ask the girls to
join them. Carmen refuses as she is waiting for Don José.
He finally arrives, but shortly is recalled to the barracks.
Carmen angrily accuses him of being more dedicated to duty
than to love. Don José protests his devotion. Zuniga, Don
José’s officer, enters looking for Carmen. A fight erupts
between the two men. After this act of insubordination, Don
José joins Carmen and the smugglers.

ACT THREE — THE SMUGGLERS’ HIDEOUT

Don José is still infatuated with Carmen but is brooding over
the life he has sacrificed for her. Carmen has lost interest in
him and foresees her own death in the cards. Micaéla
arrives to see Don José. Escamillo has also made his way to
the hideout, seeking Carmen. A fight begins between the
rival lovers, which is stopped by Carmen’s return. Escamillo
leaves, inviting the whole group to his next bullfight. Micaéla
implores Don José to return home. He eventually agrees,
warning Carmen that they will meet again.

ACT FOUR - SEVILLE

Escamillo and Carmen arrive at the bullfight. Carmen is
warned that Don José is in the crowd, but she is not
intimidated. Don José confronts Carmen outside the ring and
begs her to begin a new life with him. A chant goes up for
Escamillo inside the ring. Carmen takes Don José’s ring off
her finger and throws it to the ground; Don José kills her.
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